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RECEPTIONS THE FEATURE.

_,.] >rrv HatwWome On«»· Given.The
s*»

1... · ?" I'TiHHn-Fm.lilonsble
.« G. i».»i.«l .»..(...

.r. a.«-week has been full to ovcr-
rnt.rtalnments of «»very

the quiet family gathcrlnic
u :rr.» for the little ones to
o-rman or stately dinner.

.n.-is-eve bamjui-l at the
>' ab was RTcatly enjoyed

ra bb4 their friends of the
th Club, and would be re-

-.\> by the wlw«, tlAujfh-
·¦» ih-.irt.« of the panifiant«

promise of a, reception to

,·mry. which Is always an
'übt to the lady írierule of

a is night two charming en-

« ere gttnm OosobibI and
r AnlTsnn threw wide their

r.H to the young friends of
Bd »-.t..«, and an evening

<a*aa the hapjiy result.
; old-time quad-

i.il tho large parlors
: r dancing after

r ? tern style. The house

? ·: .»rated In liolly and
,, real obl-ttm«» sui ; » r,

.ni· l»owl of eggnc··-:, w,is

Anvmg those present
Trnaaat, Walker, Itranch,

Rylaad, Wltltama
111 BOO, G« rcuson,

...un. SUumate, Cam» r.»n.
Tr.-\ ¡lie. «'. nally.

Wellford, Weld» 11. Mr.
H. T.nnunt, l.»r. and Mrs.
I n. Mr. and Mrs. Henry

Mr. enl Mr*. John I,yoti«.
W. J. Walk.r, Mr. and

. Allison, Mr. U«J Mrs. Ne:il
Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Munf.-rd.

ry, aad Hath'..·· ? Andor-
\ OtBSfc Pr:« ··. lIOtsBOO,
Blaokeaahrp,Brina, wll·

Fegrnm, lUtobeU,
Rawea, Pabia».

? lem· ns,

ß: 1 St. Giorgi Ar.

? : ·¦" is bad ? tfully
evo-

¦·: M ; Ir' 1. S¡»«in. A pit It**
I '

hour of all the
:,ily. who recite, elm;,

- ·,;. .1 1 Is <-vh it»

neral i·'. ast-ra The house
? in Christmas wreath«,

Tbere ß ··

Era «' tlA-rron Certyte.
Mr. ani Mrs. Klchm ·? 1
I W. C; Mr. «and «Era

; t. Wii.. »m Thorn·!»,
? ... '. L M. Curry and

Miry l.imir Ttl
,· Mr. and Mrs. C E

Ba Mr. T. C V. illi uns.
? W· H una Mr. and Mrs.
m. Mi. and Mrs. Charles

Mr*. John Jènkln**,
Mr. aad Mrs. Jam·« aiii-

'·

t iry, ?????? M i'".'·.

_?£*0???·, Misa SiMi-
M :i ihan W .¡thr.it, WU«

¡, ,.::1 Mr. aril Mrs. Josiah

. » ·

C ab «avo Its gcrman on

B_. This was not tho
IB *** rrflBBat Tt,:it Will be

JsnusrytUa. There wer.· a harte
Bt, among them

'.t!rr. t. I.ym iti, N»w
r:- Ik; I'.lack,T· nnessee:

srteksbara; McG »vm-v. «,l!'":

,. «?'. látaara J. ö. Harrl-
bJngton; Kemp. Wythe-

HIHer, N. V. Murray, Baiti·
? itb Carolina; Caty, Ran-

Noitb Carolina; 8i
Kenn v·'· a* Torfe;

'. : .- Atoop, IfcOleasey,
Notfolk; t»ii. er aud

'»*>'.
:. Bfra BgbBTt O. I^eliih,

¦.. vVlUlaiaa, and the dancera
M Caw, Talbott. Tatum,

rbrotaah, McOuire. Tonnant,
G» l'.iiiii· r, Il.-uc'·.·, Harri.-.,

I; ykin, Adktna Wormley.
all Roarers, Park« r,

p, Tyler, w.-¡i-
Ai h .·. Cook·, Gray,

lira Jamos A. Patti ism,
itb, an wily
ii, Mayo, Talbott, Blair,

???", Vak Btlaa, atbafer,
Miller, Smith, Archer.

Walker, Bkilr, Al¬
ai .;.. Poarera Okm r,

.··..·. Davidson, and

t el« gant entertainments
re· I.y Mr. an 1 Mrs.

Harria ob Thursday erealng,
. tbe V\ da« lay Club
itaJrway wora eaxprisftely

f »mllax, red nnd
>. ? Atnerlcaa Be

,i U twined In roj'.-s of
..· t: kaiser terminus

r arbtte < n*·
mm »» ib pro*rreaslea
BC was beautiful after

Tin? BOsma all
at The

·. by Miss «

; ilT-b'«x; ?e-
;i p i',r of «liver

'. ? tt, ?

; be ? ntbin.-.i ?

lot an 1 v.itki

¦.thns ware % I
.·

'

f wV IBB and pink

., wit ? pii.k
f pii orchi i.- met*

t*rht m the oeatre
The C

aea ao attra ·,'\ ? bb ? bovi i

¡nach merrini. nt. ani Iba
? ..

everytjblag li
???.?··

· ? deltsThtful Bt
; :· -nt v. ! Ma-

Harris,
::..'.· LB 1 M.iu'iri-t P.ranch,

a, '«'

it, Htttta ? >ykln. Kila
^ly» Conally,

·¦ :< ? ?¬
?: ?_ i. BMss W.l-

i. Walker, Etta
William». Berta Wellford,

Mr*. W. ?'-. T. :.·

Bl I Mrs W. Jarnos Walk r.

.1 ihB Lyons, Messrs.
L ?. ?

I ..-. ·?. w. ?
?. ? Wily. Palmer

a ! ib tt, ?:· i^-i t Campbell,
« irlea Ball, ?«·?«?, B, C

' ?. Wllllami». R·??-
J .tin Ruthor-

, lJlythe líraitli, and

A
I

t· ? wa« given by the
.·. Bl 'k I1IÜ on Thurs-

B in honor of their guests,
? ry ·:¦ liKhtful house party

las hoiiduyia-Mlss
V.rk: Hiss Hoxton. of

I

Miss Pi-terkln. . ¡

h. «f Virginia;
i.iiiüj Haaeiainekai. Miss Mallic

MI«« Prost; Messrs. Dan
* W. iiiii^inck.l. i;. B. Thora-

V ram, Joba ? Minor, Jr.,
Mr*. Hartón Wise. ??t????

left cards were Mr«, t;. (;.
Jlr« 8. O. Wallace. Mrs. William

Mrs. w. y. Mordecal, Mr. and
1: Tennant. Miases Claudia Pal-

Audvrsoa. Annie and Fan-
:<V\ry and Klal<· «'mii.-roij.

'" >lk-r. Kugle and Ann ??p-
Talliott. Alya Conally. and
l. Messrs. ?. G. I>. My«re,
-K-rvllI, BL J. Willis, Jlan-

l.,';,' v'lH«ams. A. M. Wrly. Carter
, ;·'¦*'¦ -Nst. !_ncaster, I^ugbiirn Vali-

' ¡Ain<*Hter. V. l>. Williams,
J *·'··'¦»« » il. íi^im-a

¦»· «»od i__ charlee Talbott «ateo

talned a number of friend· at a «my
beautiful dinner on Thursday «venina In
honor of th.ir son. Mr. Kllla Munford
Talbott. nn«l hi» bri«!«·, who at*· apendlng
Ih«· holidays, «with them. The table ami
arilslte «lining-room «were exquisitely deco¬
rated In »reeii and white, the mantel, ehlt-
fonnlpree, and bufT>t being massed with
maidenhair fern, Pride rosea, nnd llly-of-
the-v»lley. The r-entre· adornment of the
talle waa a «unían» of apple-green satin
under duches··« lace, wllh heavy bows ot
satin ribbon at dlurronal eorners, and op¬
posite cut-glass rose-holders of white
ros»·«. Resting upon this was a cut-Rlani
1·. «1 hidden under a shower of Pride
roses and llly-of-the-volley. The souve¬
nir rUibon» wlilch marked each plate
were a-nmr.-s of greon salln fringed at
iwoends. Across the centre the name was
thrown In artistic gold leitcrs, and »
»«prie; of miatleto« with Ils dainty wax
berti**· was fastened in one corner.
A very compl-te menu waa served,

throughout which the .green nnd white
Idea was carried out In all the pretty
accessor!« a.

Tho«-*» who were present were Mrs. Tal¬
bott, Mr. Joseph Bryan, Mrs. Kills. Tal¬
bott. Mr. W. Waller Morton, Mlas Tal¬
bott, Mr. Charle* Hail, Mra. Floyd
Hughe·. Mr. Aahton Starke. Mrs. W. h
T««nnant. Mr. Allan I*. Talbott. Mra. Aah¬
ton Starke. Mr. W. U. Tennant, Mr. Ellis
II Talbott. Mrs. W. H. Talbott. Mrs. J
Rnrbour Thomi»a«>n. Mr. W. H. Talbott.
Mr. Claries Talbott. and Mrs. Joseph
Rryan.
Mm Aahton Starke enlertalned Mrs.

Fills Trübott at a handsome luncheon on
Friday.

. « ·

Mrs. W. Brutto» T-nnant gave » de-
litthtful luncheon on Saturday In honor of
bar charming guest, lira, gara Catdwel)
R«tter, of New York. Mrs. Mattar is

My remmb-red by many Rlch-
in ·. lira a» th«» bol'.e par excellence of
the Wbltl Sulphur nnd Hot Springs
through »u-c.-sslvi» a« as«-.no. The compll-
m*»nt paid on this occasion was worthy
«.f the entertainer and the entertained. ?
nrnmmo'.h table »rag arranged, at which
twcnty-liv» ladies wer» se»ted ani rerved
In comfort. The een'.ro decoration was
? hag» punch-bowl filed with American
Beauties, resting upon a larfje silver tray.
Two <-.;tj»la««s bowls of the sam-» hand¬
some ros.» tlnished the two ends. A beau¬
tiful display of cut-gluss, silver, chira,
ani napory complet·».! the adornment- of
this· handsome '.nt'Ttalnment.
Those presinl were Mrs. Rotta?, Mrs.

D. B. Tennunt, Mi.«. J. Kerr Branch.
Mrs. T. N. Carter. Mrs. C. E. Bnek, Mrs.
lohn Lyona, Mrs. A. E. Donrian, Mrs.
T. M. RutherfoorJ, Mrs. Jnmes D. Pntton,
Mr«. A. D. Tllton. Mis. James Allison,
Mrs. J. ?. Welch, Mr«. Aahton Str-.rko,

W, U Roti«n. lira W. J. Walker.
Mrs. Alfred Harris, Mrs Thomas B*411ng,
Mr*. W. U. Trig«. Mrs ('hail« s W«»rtham.
Mr». Charles 1 >av up u t. Mrs. Richmond
Pearson. Mra. Jo««· idi Hryin, Mra. Vlr-
glnlus N«wt.:i, Mr.«. Q«org· 1.« ? J.,.'«i-
»ton, an«! Mrs. V. 15. Tennant.

. · ·

Mr. and Mrs. Joaepk Bryan gave ?

charming dance at th-ir beautiful horn«·,
"I_tbami at," on Prtday evening to thi
young friends of their sons.St« wart,
Jonathain, Robert, and i-'t. (».-orge Bryan.
About 100 young pm ; Ut watt made happy
hy the invitation to come to help tii· M
popular hosts to make merry at this
bright season, nnd the responses were

·· and unanimous. Tin· «lane..· vai
delightful, the Pti|.i.rr thoroushK iipw-

!.. tad, und the drive home In fie mall
hour» not the least ol the evening's pltas-
uns.

. · ·

Mrs. Judith C. R. Walker gave a hand¬
some pio«ressive-euchre tarty on Friday
. veiling to mat daughter und sons and
some of their fllMHl» Thi- tally-cards
watt particularly dainty and pretty. A

' «lov. r la ??«·· ? on white ground
···<·..rated tin- top, and white-silk cords
aad taaMl· attached them to the drene
of each plairas*. A supper of «dx courses

was served upon the card-tables, and
l.unch was served throughout the gam··.
Among tho«.· present Wera Mrs. W.'tlk'-r,
IftM Walkttr, Mr. nnd Mrs. W. Jamts
Walker, Miss, s F«lm»-r. C'onally, Rugby,
«BUarMO, Bay·», Blankenablp, Anderson,
Breo·, HotWOB, Cameron, l'ivwry, lîlack,
Lgoaa Morb.ii. Tennant, Tall.ott. Worms-
]·.. G.arksdal«·, Williams, Mr. und Mra.
Jam« s Allison, Mr. an«! Mr.·«. C. E. Bnek,
Mm faaiaon. Mr. and Mr«. W. B. Ten-
nant, Mr. ani Mrs. Thomas Boiling, Mr.
hi. ? Mrs. Allan Donna-. Mr. and Mr»».
W. Waller Morton, Mr. and Mrs. Fr· d.
le iti .'r Mr. «nd Mrs. C. O'B. Coward In,
Mr. and Mrs. John Harrison, Mr. ani III»

¦!¦ usants. UMSO. Moses D. Hog«·,
,1. h. Cabelt, Ball« V. atklns. E. C. Mayo,
S uni!, ts Hobfton, F. W. Han· \v,nek· I.

B, C. Massi.·. John Rutherfoord, (',·¦ «rg·
Ingalls, T. «'. Wllllains, .ir., Barton
?«?.ill, W. H. fîrant. R. H. (Tilines, W.
«; Ferguson, l". H. Davenport, J. t. An«

.!. AI·» n Cabell, P. H. C. Cubi).
John Young. A. S. Wily. Haywood llun-
t.-r. ?. ? Walker, J «'«. Walker, Ruth·
erfoord Boia, i\'-\ George CHanoo.

. · ·

The birthday party of Mis« Ilei« ? CVF· l-

rall on Thursday « ? nini; WM one of the
m · pi.lint of the Christmas frolics

by tho younger set. The Gover¬
nor ant his wit· arara assisted by u few
Meada In iati rtalnlng the young people,
and the mansion was the scene of Joy and
festivity.
Mrs. 1!. H. N.ish Is greatly Interested

in a raatora of ta lata ni by th.

Daughter· of the Am·rrlcaa R« volution
ven In January, called "The Dance

of V·," compose«! of the following young
who at.· · 1«·· tl for iheir good

dan« Ing and otkt r psraoaal attraction»:
Iflsae» Florence Talbott. A«i. ¡«- .Archer,
Claudia Palmer, «'arrie Col. man, Marl«

Baundera, Alle· Tinsi«·)·, Vligle Drewry.
and Judith Deane.
Mr«, c. B. Bulk will entertain the

lay cinb oa New Tear*· night.
Mis. Chirle» Blantoa and Mrs. Bgbart

(?. Letali will tOCttlt their friends <m

Thursday. January 3d, from 6 to 7, at
;. «·.. it Ora«.··· sti««'t.

Mi... W. B. Tonnant nnd ihe
Ifl.ri Tinnant will entertain the
Wednesday Club January 2d at a dance
at ni n ,nh Fifth atri at
lira Challe« Hoyt, of New York, will

be ihe gii'-st of Mrs. Jame« R. Branch,
waat Mala itr«*t, th:a wnk.

CHI-OB.
" 1 liruii^li tii« l'a·»."

Uii'UM«)ND, VA.
T.. the Edllor of tho Dispatch:
Th .iiKii I think fO'J ar* extra kind in

republlehtng m man«/ ace·.Ibi· thing·,
roa th· poi m of Mrs. Margar t

J. matan on tlM li'ath of Commodore
Maury. B. B. M.

tnun!oh rim pars.
.Horn··, l.«»r me: Imiik at last!" he said,
'?:. I lay M wk»r· your dea 1 are lying,

i. .· mot .¿'!»-d.
Al I mournful wintry winds or- sJgUag.

"Wait till the royal march of spring
«'.iriuts the m.'iint.i.n taittt«·· .ver;

Till «hitter.- bfrtl an on the win--,
And buzzing bes are in the clover.

..Wait till the lauri bürste Ita buda,
'.reaping ivy (Ungi its g¡

Al« »Ut the Hohen»*] rocks, and floods
Of sumdilne fill the shady places.

"Then, when th.» sky, the air, the grass,
t nature, all la glad and tender;

r in.· through the Costieri l'.i-s,
Amid th.· hush of May-day splendor."

So will we Ix'ar him. Human heart.
To Katura*· own drew never nearer;

And never stooix-d she to lmi-irt
H.r low to one who held It dearer.

The Etitrs had sfcrets for him; e.»as

Boriali i tkl ttaptkl their waves were

t «ng;
The winds gave up their mysteries.
Tb» tld 'il How» ccife-iied their meanln.f.

.? paths, the tr.ngled clue,
·,« taugbt the nttlons to unravel,

And »l.ow.l tki track wlere safely thrV
The llghtnlng-foot.-d thouiflit might

travel.

And yet. unapt»!!«·! by all the store

<»f Nature'a grander r-velatlins,
iwsd more lovingly before

The lowliest of her fair creations?

No sage of »11 the age« past,
Ami. re.l In I'lutarch'i llmpll story,

r¡ >n his llvln? »fe it«« cast
A radiance touched with truer »lory.

Ht· noble llvln» for the end»
«;,I ?.-» him- <iuty underlying

Each tbouglit. word-.ttct'on~ »»ujfht tran·
s-ii da **

In lustre, save hi· nobler dyln».

Do homage, *ky and »Ir and graas.
Ali thin»· be chcrUhed, »weet and t«a-

<]*»r.
Aa tht »ugh «>t«r gorgeous mountain-pan·
We bear htm In hla sunset splendor!

14AROAR1CT J. FRBHTON.
Lexington, Va.

EIGHTY YEARS OLD.
Tie towsary of Historie lonnnenttl

Choren to Be Obsemd To-Day.
SERVICES MORKIHG HID IFTERKOOH.
Appropriât« Sermone by Ber. Mr. Btlckaey

sud Ber. Or. Bog·.Destruction of
the ??a Theatre.

The eightieth anniversary of Monu¬
mental church, one of the mott historic
structures In the city of Richmond, will
b« celebrated to-day. While the day Is
not tho exact anniversary of the conse¬
cration of the church. It was selected be
cause tho rector and vestry wished to
have the commemorative exercises after
the recent Improvements to tho Interior
of the building had been completed.
On the night of December 26, 1811, while

the beautiful and impressive pantomlms,
"The Dleedlng Nun." was being present¬
ed at the Richmond Theatre, which then
stood upon tbe site where the Monumen¬
tal church now stands, the play-house
was discovered to be on Are, and seven¬

ty-two persons, Including . the Govern«
of Virginia, Hon. George William Btnith.
perished In the flames. It was to per¬
petuato the memory of those who thus
lost their lives that Monumental church
wns erected, and that tho tablet and
urn were placed within the Iron enclo¬
sure In front of th» sacred edlllce.
Those who nut their fate» in that

frightful disaster were not simply Epis¬
copalians, but represented almost all
creeds, and It has been, therefore, re.

gar(!e»d as eminently proper that the ser¬

vices to-day should not be simply those
prencrlbed by the Church ritual. At 11
o'clock this morning the usual morning
eel »tea will be held. In this Assistant-
Bishop Newton will take part. Itev. P.
S. Hti.knoy. the new rector, who for the
pa«t few monhs has dune iiuch admira¬
ble work In restoring the old church, will
preach the sermon. H·» will take as hie
text part of the 8th verse of the BU*
chapter of Isaiah: "And an I.lghway shall
be there, and a way, and It shall be
called the way of holiness."

MUSIC POU THK DAY.
The discourse will be specially appro¬

priate to the occasion, and on account of
Mr. Stlekiiey's ability as a preacher will,
no doubt, b" bssard by a very large con¬

gregation. The music, under the dir* e-

tlon of Mr. Philip S. powrs, will he
specially suitable, at.d will be of the
..¡¦l.T which was sunn a hundred year»
ago. The church will still be attired In
Its Christina·* decorations, and th':· v. ill

add beauty and solemnity to the seen".

At 4 o'clock this afternoon the Renerai
mass-meeting will be held. The Services
will be ??· rial, and th" address of the
evening will be delivered ay Be*/. Dr.
Hone, of the Be08B),d Presbyterian churrh.
To these servie, s the public at IsVgB are

Inviti 1, as they deal with a matter In

which not only tho Episcopal Church,
but the entire people, should feel eo

much historic prlda
The treated choir will, of course, sing

upon both of these ooca«l<>ns, nnd while
the music will bo old, It will not 1?· the
kaal beautiful and Impressive. 'Ihe sur-

pllced choir, while as yet BO tn»w a thing
In Virginia, haa b'-.-n very highly sp.iken
of without regard to crc-d, and Is con¬

sidered by a great many church-going
people as a most solemn and impres¬
sive way of conducting the music of a

church. Several of the choristers are not

Episcopalians.
It seems exceedingly appropriate that

Monumental church, a etructur»» erertcd
as a monument to the memory of hose
who pOftehed in the theatre disaster,
should have as Its rector a man of such
¡lb» ral views In riference to all things
pertaining to the welfare of the Church
of Christ. Rev. Mr. Stlckney has been
not«^] wherever he hai been for his broad
and generous views, und has been recog¬
nized by chureh-?«'(SB· of all denomina¬
tions as e> Christian Worker of high type,
progressive and Uberai Ideas, and one

whose sob· aim Is the salvation of man.

While ß resident of the State of North
Carolina he was cnlPd upon nnd did

preach at gatherings of various Christian
bodies. He delivered a discourse otice. by
request, tO tha Scotch Covenanters, and
again he pr»a.h"l for the QnakerB* Col¬
lege, In Oullford county, N. C, and re-

ehed the most eneoiirav'lng port of com¬

ment from the press of that State upon
his liberality In church matters.

TO ERECT Till! ??.?G????.
As before stated, the Illchmond Theatre

Bad s.v. nty-two of th·· m> st est. emed of
Richmond's citizens wore boTBBd on the

nifiht of December 2.1, IMI, and Imme¬
diately afterward the work of erecting
a suitable monument in respect to the
memory of those who perished In the
flames began. Tho IsVIlaB » ? the dead
were almost entir.'ly c uisumed, and wer«·

Interred rinht upon the spot where th.»
fated old theatre stood and where the
Monumental church now stands a« their
memorial. Prior to th« «lestruetlon of

the play-houso BOBBB funds had b· en

nils. .1 by the "AKaoclation to Ilulld a

Church en Bhoekoe Hill," and this organi¬
zation threw its means and power to aid
the Citizens' Committee, and with a con¬

tribution of B.aM fnm the Town Hull or
Common Council, the present church was

built. The money contribute! by th»·
Town Hall was used for the purpo«.· Of
purchasing the lot, on the condition that
It should be G .rever hereafter UF-ed for

pUrpOBBB Of divin,· worship. It seems that

the .llsast.r had so shocked the civUiz-d
world that It was determined that no

Ottter nmiisem.-nt or dancing should ever

take place upon the spot where tho thea¬
tre stood.

THR FIRST BECTOR,
On the Od of April, 1S1», Monumental

church was completed. Richard chan-

nlng Moore was chosen Ita first rector,
an 1 soon after made lllshop of Virginia
As his first Episcopal act, on the loth of

November, 1S14, he consecrated this sacred
dlflea Prom the day of Its opening,
within Its walls and under Its ample dome,
have gathered for sol» mn and devout wor¬

ship many of the noblest and best Of the

people neat statesmen, learned and Just
judges, professional men, scientists, his¬
torians, and poets.
Here revolutionary and later patriots

and devout men and women of every w _B
and station have» com«» to wot ship Q at
And from this old church and her Sunday
school have gone forth good, gentle, and
heroic souls, reverend blshots, faithful
clergymen, and worthy lavmon, that have

to accomplish wha has made the

name of Virginia honored, among them

Blsbop Moor.·, Liy of Easton, Vail of

Kansas, William» of Japan, Dudley of

Kentucky, Po!k of Ixmlslana. and lately
Bishop John B. Newton. Here Hishops
Johns and Newton were consecrated, and
!·. ?¦· Btahope Meada and Whittle have

often officiated.
HERE ARE THE RECTORS.

Pelow Is given a complete list of the
r«-ctors and assistant ministers of the

Monumental church, and tho dates cf

their service in such capacity:
Right Rev. Richard Channlng Moor«?,

I». I)., rector 1811-1841.
Rev. John P.uchanan, D. D., assistant

minister 1*14-1 »J:.·.
It« v. William II. Hart, assistant minis¬

ter 1822-1825.
Rev. Robert T. Croes, assistant minis¬

ter 1K25-1830.
ItKdit Rev. Deonldas Polk, assistant

minister UtlVlME
Kev. Joseph 11. Nichols, assistant min¬

ister 1832-1854.
Rev. Thomas Jackson, assistant minis¬

ter 1«?1-183ß.
Rev. William Norwood, assistant min¬

ister 183*»-1841. Rector 1841-1816.
Rev. George Woodbridge, D. D., rector

1845-1878.
Rev. John O. Armstrong, r«?ctor 1878-1W4.
Right Rev. John 15. Newton, rector 1884-

1894.
R. v. Kenner 8. Stlckney, present rector.
DESCRIPTION OF THE FIJIE.

In the following letter, written Just
eighty years ago to-day, but never pub¬
lished before, a thrilling account of the
great disaster Is given. The original
manuscript will bo «»laced la thé Valen¬
tine Museum:

RICHMOND, December 90, 1811.
Dear Samuel,.Ohi after a scene of

horror I use up my trembling pen. Ohi
never under a ueeper gloom then 2 feel
at this moment It falls to my lot to
narrate to you one of the most distressing
scenes which car happ'n In the whole
affairs of human. Oh! how can I describe
the scene? No pen caa paint It; no Im¬

agination can eoticelve It. A whole thea¬
tre wrapt la Bams*»; a gny sad ant-
Btatod aaaeaatly auddealy thrown oo the

very verga of the grave.many of them,
oh, bow many! precipitated In a ntoraent
Into eternity. Youth and beauty snd old
sge and genius overwhelmed In one pro¬
miscuous ruin. Shrieks, groans, and
humen agony In every shape.this la the
heart-rending ecene that we are celled
upon to describe. I sink under the effort
Exmise my feelinga for they are the feel¬
ings of the whole city.

A HORRIBLE REVOLUTION.
Let me collect'my Ideas as well Aa I

can. On Thursday night a new play end
a new after-piece were pleyed for the
ben fit of Mr. Placide. «Crowds swarmed
to the theatre; It was tbe fulle.t house
this season; the·« were not less than T00
present. The pay went off, the panto¬
mime began.the first act was over. The
whole scene eround thsm, ersi before them
was mirth and festivity. Oh, God-what
a horriblt revolution did one minute pro¬
duce. The curtain rose on the second
act ot the pantomime, the orchestra in
full choru«. And Mr. West cat.ie out to
open the scene, when sparks of fire began
to fall on the back part of the stage, and
Mr. Robertson came out in unutterable
distress, waved his hand to the celling,
and utt»red these appalling words: "The
house la on fire." The cry of "Fire!"
Fire!" passed with velocity through the
house.
The most heart-piercing cries pervaded

the house."Save me! Save me!" Wives
asking for their husbairls, femaPs and
children shrieking, while the gathering
element came rolling on Its curling flamea
Many were trod to death; several were
thrown back from the windows from
which they wen? struggling to leap. Many
leaped from the first Btory and were
saved. Men wom^n, and children of all
descriptions were seen to precipitate them-
eelves on the ground be'ow. Most of
th so escaped, thiugh several of them
with broken legs and thighs, and hideous
contusion«.

WRAPPED IN FLAMES.
The fin» flew with a rapidity almost be¬

yond example. Within ten minutes after
it caught the whole house was wrapped
In flames. Rut the scene which ensued
It Is impossible to paint. Women, with
dishevelled hair, fathers and mothers
shrieking out for their children, husbands
for their wives, brothers for their sisters,
filled the whole area on tho outside of
the building. A few who had escaped
plunged again Into the flamea to save
some dear < bject of their regard.and
they perished. The Oovernor, perhaps,
shared in the melancholy fate. Others
were frantic, and would have rushed to
destruction, but for the hand of a friend.
The bells tolled. Almost the whole town
rushed to the fatal spot. The flame
caught to the scenery from some light be¬
hind. Robertson saw It whfn It was no

longer than his arm. Young saw it on
the roof when it first burst through.
Every article of th* theatre Is e·in¬

silili··.I. as well a« the dwelling-house
next to It. Hut what is wealth In com-

I»arlson of those valuable lives which ore

gone forever? The whole town Is
shrouded In woe; heads of families ex¬

tinguished forev.r. Many and many Is
th.· house In which a chasm has been
made that enn never be filled up.

EsBBfe at the following catalogue nf the
victims, and then conceive the calamity
which has befallen us. I must drop
my pea, when I have time to collect a
more particular account of It.

? I.IST OF DEAD AND MISSING.
George Smith, Governor; Sophia Troiiln.

Cecilia Troiiln, Joseph Jacobs, Elizabeth
Jacobs, Cypilan Marks, Charlotte Hai>hel.
Adeline· Ilausman, Ann Craig, Nuttal, a

carpenter; Pleasant, a mulatto; Abraham
II. Wnabb·, Wlìllam Southgate, Ren-
Jamin Roots nnd wife. Arianna Hunter.
M.iiy Whltlock. Juliana Ha we», Mrs.
Herron, Mrs. Glradln and child, Mrs
Robert Oreenhow, Mrs. Moos, .lu.lah'f
child, Mrs. Leslie, Edward Wanton, ?

youth; «;. Tge Plxon, a youth; William
Rrown, Mrs Patterson, John Welch, Mar¬
garet Cop« land, Margaret Anderson.
Sally Gate wood, Louisa Mayo, Mrs. Ge¬
rard, afra Ottawa. Miss Oreen, Miry
Davis, Thomas Frazl-r. a youth; Jane
Wad·, Mr?. William Coock apd daughter.
Elisabeth Stevenson, Mrs. Corven and
child, Patsy Griffin, Fanny Goof, a Mack
w man; Retsy Johnson, black; Pasa·
delphla Johnson, black; Mrs. Taylor
lira ? ton, Mrs. Elizabeth Page, Mrs
.ferrod, James Wal.lon. Miss F.llliti
from New Kent; Mrs. Gallego, MlsajCtn
yers. Lieutenant James Gibbon,'Mrs
Thomas- Wilson, Mts* Merla Nelson, "¿l'as
Mary Page, and Mrs. Laforeet
The remain« of the deceased are In-

i. m¦ 1 where they perished; the old *a__
of the theatre ar.» t.· be pulled down an·'
a wall of five feet high to occupy tli»
ground where the theatre formerly stool
nlso a monument Is to ba erected over th.
d. ceas»»d.

I can't say, my friend, with sorrow, that
I Inform you of the death of mv pool
Crandmother Winston, for If it had ? .1
have been so a Bomber of my roilnei Ihn»
would have perished in thu flame»,
amongst them your friend,

_JOHN SHORE.

A LEAF FROM THE PAST.

A Quaint Comint-uiuratloii of the Unreine
of tho Theatre.

Mr. George E. Cox, of Farmvllle. ha«
sent the Dispatch the following, which 1>
printed on a slip y.llow with age:

? tf.vmn.
Adapted to tho WMI-Known Tune of

BOPBRONIA.
Designed to keep In memory the awful
calamity which lilted every heart wltb
grief, covered every countenance with a
gloom, an ataited tears fron every ey
throughout the city of Richmond on the
m v-r-to-be-forgotten iilajht of Decem¬
ber 26, 1811.
Tli· ? amusement led up her sportive

train.jollity assembled the sons of mirth.
all was life.all was glee.when In a
moment.stand In trembling wonder, O
my soul!.the theatre of pleasure I.«
wrapt In flames.Is eoovertad Into a house
of weeping, wailing, desperation, and
death, a ruinous b.itp, a funeral pile, with
this Inscription: "lie ye also ready, f..r
In aoch an hour as v.» think not, behold!
the Ken of Man cometh."

Wearied by day with business toll and
cares,

How welcome 1« the peaceful nicht;
Sweet sleep cur spirits and our strength

repairs.
And lit« us for returning light.

Yet when our heavy eyes. In sleep are
clos'd

Our rest may break 'ere well begun;
To> dangers every hour we stand expos'd.
That are cannot foresee nor shun.

'Tls ot the I/ord thnt we onn ever sleep,
A single night, without alarms;

11 la eyea alone our lives In s.ifety keep,
Secure amidst a thousand harms.

For month« nnd years of peace and
safety past,

DBaTBtefal we alni! have been;
The voice of God our city rotis'd at last,
And bade the fire rebuke our ein.

The shout of "fire!" a dismal, doleful cry.
Impressed each heart wl'h ? "? dismay;

The furious blaze ascends ti.· red'nlng
sky.

.Till midnight wears the face of day.

Th.· It'!«, with jingling sounds and awful
f,,'t t

Declard the horrors of that night;
Alas) Alas! how many precious souls
Departed 'ere the morning light!

The hou«e of joy becomes the hous© of
death.

All In a moment wrapt In fire;
"The sons of mirth In thee reslgn'd their

breath.
Thy flames cxtlngulsh'd their desire."

The throng, the terror who can ever

speak.
Th.» various sounds that flll'd the air;

The children's cry, the tender parent's
shriek.

The volco of blasphemy and prayer.

Rut prayer prevall'd and many souls were
spnr'd.

And pluck'd as fire-brands from the
flame;

In time of need the Saviour's arm was

bar'd,
And prov'd His grace was etili the same.

O» may that night be nevermore forgot,
Lord, still Increase Thy praying few:

Were Richmond left without a righteous
IxjI,

Ruin like Sodom's would ensue.

Believe, mf friends, there Is a righteous
God.

Nor can religion e'er be vain;
Though lnfl'lels In vice may boast aloud.
Impiety must end In pain.

While we lament our dear, departed
friend«.

Let us adore His love and pow r;
Who to the wretched His salvstlon senos,

And aavea at the eleventh hour.

(Altered, with additions, from a hymn
of Mr. Newton'* and sung In the Bap¬
tist meeting-house on Wedeesdey. Janu¬
ary 1. HUÍ. being the day set ««?? by the
Common Hall of thla city for hiuiUllation
end prayer In consequence of the (above
awful catastophe. May thla day ever be
dieted b7 «he dtlseie of I_ai""*o4 t*
the comm«*moratioa <* *hle awful ca¬

lamiti-)

FASHIONS TO DATE.
Doing and Obswrattons oí a Sottlener

In Philadelphia.

CHILDHEITS CLOTHES OF &LL AGES.

The 911» ?ß??!, ?a· NalPsook, and Dainty
Llgbt-flroun.l Rllka tbe Popular

Metrrlal·.Mtyle».

(Correspondence of the Dispatch.)
PHILADELPHIA, PA., December ».-
We poor mortals are at best but selfish
.reatures, and It Is not until some sub¬

ject especially Interests or touches us

that we realise It may be a subject of
tnt. rest to others. Having a small maiden
Who has reached the mature age of S

years, quite old enough In this day of

rapid progrese to receive and accept In¬

vitations to Christmas parties, and to be-

lome a member of a dancing class, I
have been occupied In deciding upon a

suitable dress for the young belle. At

the same time my attention has been
called to children's clothes of all ages

gnd sizes, and I trust that some of my

hints may provo of practical benefit to

mothers anxious to have their small
belles and beaux arrayed In up-to-date
fashions.
Children's clothes were never prettier

than this season, for there wen* never

Eo many pretty clinging materials from
which to select, and the present style
Of wide sklrta and big ruffles Is very
becoming to their dainty little figures.
The most popular materials for the ma¬

ture ages of 4 ?? ß years aro fine mull.
th«» allk mull U» especially pretty.fine
nalnaook, and the dainty light-ground
.Hks with tiny rosebuds tn pele pinks or

blues; for my individual taste I think
there Is nothing so pretty as pure white.

OU???E STYLE.
Most of these little gowns w«»re made

guimpe style, narrow ribbons, embroidery,
t»r lace being used for trimming the

guimpes, while tho skirts were finished
With a d«.op hem, but were very much
v.l 1« r than they have be«n worn, with a

modified flare at the bottom, «uch as Is ec.

fashionable» In the grown-up up-to-date
gowna. Velvet is decldnlly the fashion
for wraps for the small girl as well as

h«-r big sister, and now that It is so much
»»heai»er It Is not such an extravagance.
The little coat» are mado with a box-
plaltrd back, and much-beruffled capes or

.»ollar edged with fur, although several
hid deep-yellow lai-e, but the fur I
thought the most fff«»cttve. The prettiest
shades w«re the different browns, of which
there aro so many beautiful ones, blu· t,
and the delicato shades of gray. A lovely
coat nnd hat for a girl of 8 wa» of go'«!· n-

brown v»!vet. with d«»ep collar and enffs
of cleam lace. The hat was tho same shad·.·
>f velvet, with th·» broad brim closely
shirred and flnlsh«d with a soft frill.
T* town wa» a Turn o' Shanter of vel¬
vet half hidden by the pink tips. At the
back the brim Is caught up with a bow
of pink Velvet.

H Kit FIUST ?????.
Christmas-eve my little maiden attended

her first real party, ani as It was rather
* pretty Idea I will tell you of it. The
Invitations were Issued a week before;
and consisted of a tiny cord. In the
centre of which was I spider entant,·..-1
ba a brown web, while In one corner

wa» engraveil the mystifions words, "A
Spider nt Home." The dainty llttl- carl
of the young hosteas was enclosed with
It, with the hours for the entertainment.
from 5 to 8. On their arrival the litt'e
guests, of which there were twenty or

thirty, were ibown Into a large drawing-
room, in the centr«« of which an immens··,
'Uttering spider had apparently spun his

veb, which stret.'hed across the room.

I'he web was compose.! of many webs,
« ach starting from ? spider In the centre,
and extending to many nails and pro-

Uons, »Ah«.·re each one temlnated lu a

Mi,¿If tvo«xien wlroWr. After «boosing a

Winder, each child fofdOWad Ml wander¬
ings to the spider In which It terminât«-..!.
Inside Ihls spider was concealed some

pretty gift. Different-colored cords were

u^·· I, which made the color sch"tne very
« ft'ectlve. These cords can Ik» bought
at any confectioner, but the gilt and sil¬
ver cord would, I think, make a etili
prettier effect.

SILK ML'LL.
My little debutante's gown was of silk

mull; the low-neck waist was of the silk
mull, with two ruffles falling from the
shoulders, each rulli«» trimmed with seve¬

ral rows of narrow satin ribbon. The
sash was of the mull; the ends finished in

tho same way with the ribbon; the skirt
was plain.lust a hem. She wore this
not another plain skirt of the cotton
mull, which gives I softer effect than silk
would do. Tiny white slippers an 1 little
«silk socks completed the dainty costume,
which was not expensive.
Fr.im th- age ot 10 to 13 is the most

¦llltleult age to dr»'ss a girl prettily and
effectively. One pretty modnl of a gulnape
gran I saw would ba suitable. It was of
white, in ono of tho many pretty, soft
wool materials, of wnich there aro such
a profusion to choose from. It was a lit¬
tle on the cream in color, ani the
!ow-neck«»«l waist was cut like a blouse,
pullel Into the belt and neck, and left
open about two Inch s down the front,
where It Is faced Lack with a bias band
of pale blue velvet, two Inches wide. A
row of small blue velvet buttons trimmed
the Inside edge cf this, and blue velvet
rosettes fasten In front at either side, at
the belt and neck and over the dainty
white gulmpe, which can be «lthee· of
soft mull, or white china silk, but I think
the mull most becoming. All sorts of
rough wool materials are worn by girls
old enough to go to echo >l, and are very
servlceabl* and stylish. There Is nothing
prettier th-un plulds for this age, an.l a

stylish school-gown of green plaid was
m.? ,·· with the blou«te of the plain mate-
rl ?!. wi:h wide straps of th·» plaids going
from the belt over the sh nildcrs.

BOY FASHIONS.
Did I not warn you of the selfishness

of human nature as evidenced even In a

fashion letter? I have finished my dis¬
course on children's clothes, and not one
mention of the boy In It. My attention
has not been drawn to boy fashions save

what I noticed with a foolish mother's
pride.a number of small boys In up-to-
date velvet suits with lace ruffles or

broad collars an<l patent-leather pumps,
Hitting around my small belle the oth«»r
evening.but the especial features of
boy fashions shall be given a place In one
of my next letters.
Christmas has come and gone, and the

deserted-looking shops bereft of their
prettiest displays Is proof of the fact
that In spite of the cry of "hard times"
people have found money enough tucked
away somewhere to buy.
The question of the tariff has been ?

very deep one to me.so much so that
when hearing it discussed I have won-
d-r· 1 if those discussing It quito know
what they were »Hiking about.

OPEN OUR PORTS.
Yesterday I was calling upon a friend

recently returned from London. I greatly
sdmlred her gown, which was from one
of the noted tailors of I.ondon, who haa a
branch establishment over here. The ma¬
terial was of a lovely shade of brown
Engllah serge, made bell skirt, trimmed
with two ruches of heavy black satin at
the foot of the skirt about four Inches
apart. The bodice was short, and fitted
as only the best tailor gowns do fit.
And, covered with a fine braided silk
passementerie, the aleevea were perfectly
plain and full. A gem of a capute went
with this stylish suit. It had great
bunches of violets arranged on a founda¬
tion of brown crepe, with an upright
bunch of «lark-red im Menais a little to the
front on the left aide.
When she told me what this chic cos-

turn«· cost I was amased, for It waa al¬
most one fourth for which the same could
be gotten over here. Now I understand
tariff, and am atrongly In favor of open¬
ing our port» Although I still don't
know whether I am advocating Demo¬
cratic or Republican principles. I trust.
however, the new year, eo soon to b«
with us, may settle all these points, and
bring us prosperity, and to all my Vir¬
ginia fricada and reader· I wish a bright
and happy New Year! From a southerner
In Philadelphia. VIRGINIA DARE.

Gre*M»<-!lle'· Gtowtb.
GRBIWVTLL'fi, N. C. December Ä-

(Rpeclel.).During thl» year tker« have
been ereotad In Oreeovllle twenty-two new
dwelling», oa» tobáceo warshou··, two
pris« bauMa. ana «rdrarrab, «oa pablto

school-bouse, one planing-till, one foun¬
dry, and a story added to one hot«it Fhla
le a pretty good year's building r*-?ord
for a town of l,5*> population and s&ows
bow rapidly Gre»nvl!le Is growing.
Senator an»! Mrs. T. J. Jervis are spend¬

ing the week at home.
Mra Chart'* Skinner has gone to Fairm

to spend a few days with her daughter,
who la at school there.
Professor W. F. Harding, of Charlotte

Military Aeaderry, is visiting his parents
hera
Mr. R. C. Flanagan, sn employee of the'

Government Printing-office, is home on a I
visit to his parents.
Mr. O. L. Joyntr, proprietor of the

Eastern warehouse, accompanied by his
wife, has gone to Danville, Va, for a few
days,
Mr. J. B. Johnson, Jr., after sn abs«vTce

of six years In Chicago, arrived home
last night to visit hla parents.

WINTER WEATHER IN WYTHEVILLE.
Bow Christmas Was Celebrated la tbe

Mountain City.Heavy Malla
WYTHEVILLE, VA., December 29.-

(Sp*»c.al.).Our Christmas snow was some¬

what belated, but arrived In etate,
ushered by stormy winds and attended by
lowering skies and white-created moun¬

tain tops the night of Christmas-day.
Fitfully and gustily the fleecy flakes
came down all day Wednesday and part
of Thursday, so that we havo a well-

packed 6-lnch snow covering enough to
make many magic hillsides and till tho
children's heart» with wild mirth.enough
to make glad the fortunato young ladles
whose gallants can by any means procure
a vehicle on runners. To prosy older
folks It means wet feet, slushy cross¬

ings, bedraggled door-steps and porches,
bad colds, cross servants, fretful children,
fuming housekeepers, and general discom¬
fort. And unless we havo preserved
youth's spectacles, to don on such oc¬

casions, the glee of the school-boy. tho
gay spirita of the rosy maiden, and the
frollcksome fu.i of the (»llego youth
s»·· m oddly out of tune with the weather
and our feelings. How much there la
in "the point of view" after alii
Christmas-day was a quiet one in

Wythevllle, being celebrated by family
gatherings and home Christmas-trees.
The streets were deaerici for the most
part, save for a few swaggering,
drunken men and the ubiquitous small
boy with his flre-craekers.

PAINFUL ACCIDENTS.
Mr. Stephenson, of Ablngdon, received

a painful Injury In one eye by the prema¬
ture explosion of a cannon-cracker which
ho was attempting to light from a cigar
In his mouth. Dr. John «¡raham rendered
Immediate medical assistance, and thinks
the eye can bo saved.
Mr. Tom Wane«, Jr., also had his

month hurt and face burned by a cannon-
cracker.
Captain Frank Plalr ani his sen, Mr.

John i.lair, put In an upset bid on Mon¬
day of 13,724 on the "Liv ??-Hlock" pro¬
perty, on Main street, recently purchas'.d
by Mr. A. A. Campbell for $3,42».
Mr, T. G. Kent, the postmaster here,

saya that the malU at this post-ottico
during th-i past two BBOBtha have been
BBpra ".lent, dly heavy, and that on the '.2 I
of December the mall handled was the
largest on r. curd. On one day recently
mon· than BO worth of stamp.« were sold.
Mr. W. S. Poage gave a supf>er W.dnes-

day evening to the younger members of
the bar here and a few special friends.
About twenty guests enjoyed the lavish
hospitality and good fellowship of the eve¬

ning.
Wythevllle haa two magazine circles

this winter.
PERSONAL.

Mrs. T. O. Kent returned home on the
tl aft.r nn abseaoa ot two month's visit¬
ing (Mesada In Now York, Roston, and
Richmond.
Mrs. W. H. Rolling and Miss Hertha

Rolling, who have been vUltlng Mrs.
Gait, In Washington, came homo just be¬
fore the holidays.
Miss I.elta Drown was brought home by

her mother from the Woman's College,
In Lynchburg, on Monday quite sick, and
Is still seriously, though not dangerously,
sick at her home here.
Neither the Current-Events' Club nor

the Thursday Club had their regular
meetings this week. They were post-
petaeel iin'il next weck. ?
Misses Sayers entertained a few friends

very pleasantly Thursday evening.
Miss Elolse Alexander and Miss Falson,

of th.» Plumer College faculty, are spend¬
ing their Christmas holidays In the
north'Tii cities.

WARRENTON'S CHRISTMAS CERMAN.

A Merry Orcnslon Among Faiiquler's
I ai.lil.il s''!.' Set.Pit ».»nal.

WARRK????, VA., .December 29..
(Special.).The Cotillon Club gave the

usual Christmas german Wedn· la)
night. It was beautifully led by Dr. John
Hicks with Miss Charlotte Nelson. Miss
Rosalie Scott danced with Mr. Russell
Landale, Miss Geòrgie Green with Mr.

E. Lovell Johns, formerly of Richmond,
Va.; Miss Lizzie Fair was with Mr. Willie
Kloman, M_a Lena Gain· s danced with
Mr. Hardy Fair, Miss Mary E. Scott
with Mr. R. Randolph Hicks, of Remnuke;
Miss Fannie llerb-rt, of ??· ? .iti.Iría was

with Mr. John S. Gaines; Mrs. John Reit
danced with Mr. Inman Horner, of Phlla-
.1. I| bla; Miss IvlHh Moore, of Fairfax,
was engag»'d by Mr. Thomas Keith; Miss
Lucq Btoas was dancing with Mr. George
Nelsoa, and her friend, Miss Dodge, of
Washington, with IB*. Philip Nelson;
Mi«» Janet Johnson danced with Mr.
James Johnson. There were several other
coiiil. .a BBkaOVB to the writer, and a

number of "stags" hung about the door,
among whom were Dr. Shirley Carter,
Mr. J. K. Maddox, who has just returned
from riding a successful race In Jamaica;
Mr. Morse, of Roston; Mr. Norman
Drown, and Mr. H. A. de Zayas, of Eng¬
land.
Christmas-day was beautiful here, and

right merrily kept. There were services
at the Episcopal church (which was elab¬
orately decorated with evergreens) by
the Rev. G. W. Nelson. During the after¬
noon a number of Informal receptions
were held and good cheer handed around
from tho flowing bowl.
Mr. R. Carter Scott and family, of

Richmond, are spending Christmas at the
home of Major R. Taylor Scott
Mr. Thomas «It. Keith, of the law firm

of Moore & K>ith. of Fairfax, Is also
spending the holidays with his family
here.
Miss America Payne has returned from

a prolonged visit to Baltimore.
Mr. Hardy Fair and Leslie Müller are

here from Corneille, Mo.
Judge Keith and his family will leave

for his future home In Richmond In
few days, to the great regret of tho peo¬
ple here.
Mr. Hubert Spllman. who Is teaching In

Southwest Virginia, is home for Christ¬
mas.
Mr. Foster Gaines, who la married to-

day to Mrs. Olea Young, of New York,
brings his fair bride her·» to the home of
his mother fur a few days.

General I.eo and the I'.areloot Soldier.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

I was a Confederate soldier, and on the
retreat to Appomattox our command for
som- purpose had halted at Amelia OtmtU
house. A batte.-y of artillery was en¬

deavoring to go on, but a wagon-train
had blocked the road. There was much
confusion, noi*-, etc., usual on auch oc¬

casions, and I was Interested to see how
the matter would end. Just then Gen¬
eral Bee and staff came up the road.

I was minus shoes, and the r.· a of my
garb was tattered, like that of almost all
Confederate soldiers. I wa» pleased to
think that the great man would be closely
observed by me without my attracting
hla attention; that the changes which th-'
direful results of war had made upon
him would be noted by me to furnish
matter for reflection In time to come/
General Lee looked the same calm, col¬

lected, and dignified man that he ap-
peared to be after the victorious battle
of Prederlcksburg. He was galloping by
rr.e, and my surpris«? was great when
there came from bis Up» the Inquiry,
"You are not barefooted, I hope?" "Yes.
¦Ir," I answered. "To what command do
you beiong?*' "Picket.*·."
This was all; but it was sufficient to

answer the often-asked question: "Why
did the soldier· so Idolise LeeT"
His eyes w re quick to see, and his

heart quicker to sympathisa with »11 hu¬
man suffering. D. M. CARMINES.
Earn··», York county. Va, Decomber

·*» *-»·*

W« will invest money for partie» having
money to land on nal aitato or oa good
«eollatiirsls.
rum ru»ANC» tradino coûtant.

'POSSUMS "GALORE."
Tbe Idler Sees liny WWled " Yir·

mists " is His Dm.s.

A CHRISTMAS NIGHTMARE.

Gossip About th· Wf-stmoretaad Clabaad
It» Worthy *ttl«nb«*r»-0«od Haw.

Year*· Iteaolutlous.

The rlng-tallcd 'possum which I »te »t

the Westmoreland Club last Monday night
will long Unger In my memory as one

of the happiest recollections of thl» Yule-
tide season, and the nightmares It pro¬
duced a few hours later will ever stand
out before me as a moral against noctur¬
nal hilarity. Why that 'possum.or rather
that portion of It which I ate.should
have seen fit, at 2 A. M. Christmas, to

play the part of a alncteenth century
Jonah to my Whale accompaniment Is
m«>re than future generations will ever

know, but all the same, be did it.
lire sleep had kissed my dusky eyelids

and my soft, strawberry-Ice-cream tinted
cheeks had scooped out a small Lu ray
cavern In the bolster, I became aware
of the multitudinous presence of 'pos¬
sums In my Immediate vicinity, and the
horrors of the night begun. I saw them
everywhere, smiling and grinning at me
as If they would chuckle themselvea to
death. At first I imagined they were try¬
ing to show sumo appreciation of the
careworn, worm-eaten Jokes with which
I had atllicted the public during the past
year, but I couldn't screw my vanity up
10 that point long, for no living creature
was ever known to smile at one ot my
Jokes for more than a second, whereas
these "varmints" gurgled contmuouely.
To make mattere worse, they wriggled
their tells eround with more curly-n's
than I put on my signature when 1 en¬
dorse ? «heck payable to my order, and
hour after hour they ellmbe«l over each
other In the atmosphere and danced the
german about my head. It was horrible.
that nlght-and verily It,will go down In
history as a chaos of iudlgeétlon alla»
'possum "Jlm-Jums."

Baavefl forbid that any member of the
Westmoreland Club should take offence
at what I have said! Should any repre¬
sentative of this grand old organization
«espouse the cause of the 'possum affatesi
failed to "agree" with m·» In s .1
particulars, I erauM humbly a«k his par¬
don, for the W"Stm>irc|itu 1 statila h.gh
In my estimatUr.i.a thing calculated to
make it prosper. The folks down there
ilui't put M any airs. Th.y make you
feel so much VU home that when yon
start to go away you feel half Inclined
to take some of tho crockery with you,
an.l may be you do If some one Isn't
watching you. There II a simple, latin-
dered-euff air of elegance about the whole
establMlBMat, from the polished ebony
bell-boy down to the bllllard-room floor,
which mak·»» you feel that lite Is not
nn empty dream, and that existence at
$10 a week Is worth existing. For a
long tim.· I have been In favor of
?ttnaTtna; the Westmoreland to my club
(the All» marl·»), and at our next annual
meeting I shall propose It. Sine·» we've
BB I a Beai paaa of glass pet In our front
window we have very tightly felt proud,
but, still, I don't believe In people put¬
ting on too many airs, and I shall make
a light to Incorporât.» the Westmoreland
Into our organization. When I was young
I us* ? to hear people abusing the clubs
BB)d talking about their demoralizing In¬
fluences, but, gentlemen, six clubs
couldn't compete against one lodge mat¬
ing. I've beea to both, but I always

tO be brought back from Ihe lodge
meetings.

. . ·

It Is meet and proper at thli time of
the· year to ask your fello -citizen what
he got Christmas, and te. query him
us to whether he emerge« 'rom the holi¬
day with an esaaUtMd head and a con¬
trastai pocket-book. For my part, I
had tbe latter, but not the" Tormcr. out¬
side of the 'usual four handkerchiefs,
which Hv.ave'.i lnvarlubly sends to me
at this season, and the six mucholr-cases
which alw lya fall to my lot, I have little
to tdiow, except holes In the family fruit

tad gap3 In the mince pie. This lat¬
ter article, by the way. Is nothing more
d· suite Its proud record than aristocratic
hash, with a family tree and a cousin
living on Franklin street. When I waa
young I used to wond.-r where all the flies
w» nt In the winter time, but I think I
understand now. Perfidious mlnce-meat
pies'. Hid I f'rmer'y known that, with
every slice of your dark-complected make¬
up, there perished a million «.nergetlc
souls. I would have bade thee gone from
my presence.
In rivalling my e'hrlstmas presents

there was OM that escaped my recollec¬
tion.the little bag of p.;rs!mmoru» and
hickory-nuts sent m? by my rural but
God-fearing relatives In the miasmatic

? of Hanover. Sadly I greet thee,
little bag of persimmons and hlckory-
BBta (otherwise scaly-barks), for full well
I know that during tho next Agricultural
l'air my rustic kinsmen will come and
board with me~nay, will make my house
th· Ir domicile for weeks to come. They
will never forget the present they sent
me. Their children and their children's
children unto the third and fourth genera¬
tion will cherish the memory of those
persimmons and those hickory-nuts, and
for centuries to come their offspring will
"board off" my progeny. For simple, un¬
assuming yet unmitigated gall the guile¬
less husbandmen of Hanover hold the
first premium.

Just think of It! This old year Is al¬
most defunct, and In two days we will
? -tu ting out a-fresh. with new resolu-
ti M and bright hope» for the future.
l'.\. ry hour draws us nearer to the time
when we can pit-ad the statute« of limi¬
tations on some of our old bills, and
cv.ry swiftly-flying minute brings us
closer to tho awful moment when we
shall tackle our bosses for a rais· of
salary. Put It Is particularly on'account
of the nod resolutions wo make that
I recall New Year's with pride. For days
bifora the happy occasion I think of
the many things I shall do during the
c.mlng year, and after Its arrival I srKnd
th- n-xt 3UÓ days breaking the résolu¬
tions I made. Now, fr» one thing, I am
going to stop smoking In 1<-"·. I have
tirmly made up my mind to do this.tn
fact. I've promised somebody to do It.
80 firm is my determination that I can
resist any temptation, and to ahow the
public my Inn will, I have ordered
gross of Powhatan pipes and twenty
pounds of tobacco to be put right In my
rcom before me. And. then, too, I'm go¬
ing to stop drinking. Not a drop will
touch my lips for the next year (I'm
going to take it through a atraw), nor
will I even consent to hear a cork pop¬
ping out of a botti?. I don't drink the
kind that p«.r«s. It shows a nolay tem¬
perament, which betokens but little real
limigli! of character. As as evidence of
my firmness In adhering to the tem¬
perance resolution. I am having a pri¬
vate still built In my coffee-pot (as a
man In Oorgia recently did), so that no
one Inclined to strong drink can find It.
And now, dear people, won't you all
Join with me in my efforts to do better
the next year? Let us alt make good
resolutions, nnd keep them.for twenty-
four hours, at least. Let us alt. by a
rising vote, unanimously ask a rala· of
salary, and let us all hop« that our friend
"Klghteen Hundred and Ninety-Five"
will prove both a financial and do¬
mestic bonanza. With apologies to the
Old Year (soon to be designated a» "the
late IÍ91") I still remain, though others
work. THB IDLR REPORTER.

REPORTS FROM ROCKBRIOCE.

A Hatch of Pretty Chrlatmaa Weddlag·.
Mlas Lyon»*· Charity.

LEXINGTON, VA., December ».-<ß?·-
dal.).Tbe marriage of Mr. Robert J.
Watts and Mis» Mabel B. L«lbtg waa cele¬
brai«'1 at Wesley chapel at S o'clock
Christmas evening. The church was com¬

fortably filled, and had been handsomely
dcoraied wltb evergreen· and lit up
with wa» tapers for th» occasion. Tb»
Rev. I*. H. OraybUl. of Waaley <Aa»*»l.
offlcUted. Mrs. H. M. Ree·, «latar of tko
bride, presided at tb» organ. Tb· vahan
were Messrs. Chart·· Watt«. Howard
Amok, Wilson Milter, aad Charte» «f-
anger, Jr., who precfeted th· bridal part·/
wh*n «hey ant red th· ekurab. Tk» at»
teodanU watt Mr. Leander ffteog tb··»
marni and Man Mtaalo Wabb. Mr. Wl»»

Ham Ufi «vi· Misa
Jaaaas a O. Moor· assi
Watts, Mr. Oiveaa K. D««-__,._.
Balbo ?. Btaa Tba bais* m*** J*
cherch oa tbo ana «rf h*· sao«*·*·. ¦*
George F. Let*«, and a*baa ^aW
ess· reached a*M B«in*>4BWl tgttg
groom, who stood iralties/ hay ea-jriBBJ*
and eader a eroM aad a bait *t jjjr*
greens the minlatar f»dte4 tha uallMB*
ritual. Tha brido «ora Ba atajBBt saaai·,
coiprrd silk trie-Bed. la Uoe, After la·
ceremony a larga number of frisad· «Bf
the newly-married couple partook of ·
handsome eupper at "AfrtB," tbo haaae)
of tha paren« of tbo bride. Mr. and Mas«
L. M. Letti«, oa the totlotrsaf «krait-
ceptton was giren them at tbo boat« Of
the groom's parents. Mr. and Mrs- R. J«
Watts, near Hrownsb-irg. The bride «aa·
th·· recipient of many handsome sodi a·*»
propriate presea te. They left fer tbelB
new home, at Williamson. W. Va, arbora
the groom baa been fc*cated for «wveraj
month· paat ea aa offlclsl of tho Nor«
folk and Weatern railroad.

TUTWILfSR-OOODLOB.
Miss Mary Elisabeth Goodloe. tbe "Brette

and accomplished daughter of Mr. Joseph)
H. Goodloe, of Ucehen, aad Mr. Tha anaa
Henry Tutwller, cf New Orteaas, wera
married In the Presbyterian church at
Gcshen Wedneeday evening, December
19th, at 8:30 o'clock. The ceremony waa
performed by Rev. M. B. Lambdln, lata
pastor of tho Presbyterian chareh. The
church wa» prettily d«ttorated for tho oc¬
casion, and the ceremony wea witness·»!
by a large gathering of friends. Im¬
mediately after tho ceremony Mr. aa«t
Mrs. Tutwller left on the west-bound '

Chesapeake and Ohio tre I? for their home»
In New Orleans. Mr. Tutwller is an ea«
glneer, and has been very successful 19
his profession. He is at present cob«
nected with the New Orleans Traction
Company, Limited.

DOD-TREVT.
Mr. William T. lx*l and Miss Lillle

B. Trevy were married at noon on Christ«
mas-·lay at tho residence of Mrs. John)
Davidson, near the mouth of Mouth river.
The ceremony w. « performed by Rev.
L. H. Uraybill. of Wesley tfbapel. I«
was an exceedingly quiet home wedding,
no one being preivnt but the Immediata
relattvee of th» contracting parties. Tha
gi.om Is a son of professor Charles Doit.
and the bride a daughter of the late Cyrua
Ti.vy and a Bieca of Mrs. Davidson.
There are few children In Lexington

that are not remembered In their hornea
or In the Sunday schools on Christmas.
There are, however, «jome, and through)
tho geueroslty of o young lady their
hearts were made'happy on Christmas.
day. From the ladles of the City Mis·
slon and Mr. Henleraon, overseer of th«
poor, she obtained tho name· of forty
poor children, and provided for them m
beautiful Christmas-tree at tho bom· of
Mrs. B. M. Cartni-ll, wltb whom sh« I«
staying.
Each child was provlde.1 wltb *n .bua·

dance of good things and a substantial
gift. It is n«·· «He*«, to say that tbera
was no brighter apot In Lexington Christ·
mas morning than around that »ree. The
donor wui Mlas Lyons, of New Orleane.

V. M. I. GLEE CLUB.
The Gleo and Minstrel Club of the Vir¬

ginia Military Instituto will on nex|
Monday evening »Ive an entertainment
In the Opera-Houa· for tho benefit of tho
Jackson Memorial Hall.
Rockbrtdg« t*odg», No. M. Independent

Order Odd-Fellows, entertained a largo
number of th.dr friends In a handsome
mann- r Thurs.lay evening. A ape«ech of
welcome was mude by Mr. O. D. Leteher»
who was followed by Mr. T. H. Deaver.
Grand-Master Mr. J. V. Orlnstca«! pre¬
sided. An elegant supper wos then servisi
In th«» baaaaat hall, and music an«! social
pleasures followed. A large number of
ladles was present.

DISTIN'il'ISHKI) VISIT.»K.S.
Among tho«·.· \sho are In town vNttlng

their sons who are cadets at the Virginia
Military Institute ««re Mra, H· nrv Wat-
terson. of Louisville, Mr. Chart·· W,
C iddln. Clerk of th«» Chancery C« urt of
tne city of Richmond, aril his wife, and
Colonel G. Percy Haw«, of ltlclimond,
and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence «Olii«, of
Washington. D. «'.
Mr. Howard Holland, of Manchester-

Is visiting Mr. James QOlOCk.
Miss Annlo Pltzer Is visiting In Rich¬

mond.
Dr. and Mrs. H. A. White nr«· spending

the Christmas with Judge W» llford. of
Riehm«»««!. ·

IT ifi nor F W, Fay Is spending the
boUday» In Washington, lialilmire, ami
Philadelphia.

l'r, fosMor and Mrs. Harry 1). «'¡»mphell
are apendlng th·» holidays In Washington.
Mr. Jack Ca**BMebaal, »f th«· BaHkworg

n-l ' ihlo engineering corps, Is s[« ndlng
the holidays with his mother, .Mra. John
Cinnlrhael.
Mr. W. C. Agnor has sold his dlatlllery

n..ir Monmouth to Mr. Hertn-rt Vani), r-

v«r, who will operate It.
Mr. D. S. I. iv u.- has bought from Mr.

E. A. t'»'il.-> l.i.. rt >· hi.·, one tnlr«! Inter, «t

In the Lexington lee Manufacturing and
Cold-Storage-Works, near the I'ntun De¬
pot, paying for It 12,500. The remaining
two-tl.lrds of the plant 1» own«.«! by Q.
W. Oftllghter - Co.
Professor D. C. Humphreys has gnno

on a business trip to Fiorillo, and Mrs.
Humphreys Is apendlng Christmas wltb
friends In Washington.
Mr. Charlee Freeman, of Roanoke, II

visiting Dr. and Mrs. J. If. Freeman.
Mrs. Telford. of Washington, I» tho

gii«.at of Misa Freeland.

A CHRISTMAS-DAY WEDDING.

The Pretty Ceremony BoUnanlsed st Munti
Storiali Chnrcli, PuwhstsB County.

DALLSVILLE, VA., December ?-
(Rpeclal.p-The event of tho season cama

off here Tuesday evening laut, when Dr.
Alvii. Judson Hurt led to tho altar Mian
M. Maud McLaurine, the accomplish··!
daughter of Mr. Milton McLaurine. Tha
ceremony took place at Mt. Moriah
church, and was beautiful and Impies»
sive. Rev. George W. Hurt, of «¡ay tun.
«Ja., and Rev. V» ill.am _. Hurt, of Man·
Chester, Va., brothers of th·» groom, offtV·
elated. Mr. John J. Hurt acted aia best
man, wnllo Miss Marni McLaurine aia
maid of honor. The following were tha
btadesiaalds und attendants: Miss Cats
rlngton Jones snd Arthur Llpscorob. Misa
l'hoebe Cary Hurt snd J. Hatcher Ragby,
Miss Loulso Crow.1er sn<l Walter Hurt»
Miss Resele R. Ragby and Rernanl Me»
Inaurine, Miss Kdna Karl McLaurine an«!
F. Houthall Farrar, Miss Lullo F. Jones
and James Eggleston, Miss- Kg-
gleeton and Georg» Scott Jeter, Misa
Rosa H. Hurt aud T. Frb-nl Wtllson,
Miss Salile lirown Wlllson and Frvd. ?
Crowdcr, Miss Molilo McLaurine and WO»
liana H. Jones.
The bride entered leaning upon the arm

of her father, and y&m met at the attar
by the groom. Tho groom waa In full
dress, aud the bride looked lovely In her
beautiful costume of white silk and veil,
holding a b..a<i'iet of orane* blossom».
The bridesmaid» were dressed, alternately;
in blu« and pink silk.
Mrs. John R. Ragby presided at tha

organ with her usual grace. The churent
and altar were .b .orate I with evergreens,
and the large bell Jus« abovo th« happy;
pair was a thing of beauty.

RECEPTIONS.
About fifty friends attended elegant ra*

ceptlone the first snd second nights a·
Mr. George Hurte and Mr. Milton Mtv
I-iurine's, th» homes of the bride aad)
groom. The bridal gifts wera both ele»
gant and numerous, and the happy coupla
have the beat wishes of a boat of frienda
In their new-found happln«ss. Dr. Hurt
will settle down to a practico of bis pre»
fesslon at Rallevine.
Among the attendante were Miss Mattiti

McLaurine, of Washington. D. C. ; Mrs.
Jones and Misse» Lulle aad Carrtngtoie
Jones and , other*, of Richmond, »__·
Messrs. R. A. and Southall Variar. *y§
Amelia, , '__

GutonurioidAl,
(Lynchburg Advance.)

Soma of tbe newspaper» aia talking o|
John Ooodo for «Governor. Aa «aa kavrg
.aid before. It te entirely toa laort to ba
nominating candidat»· far an onta wbtet
will not bo vacated far thro· year»; tori
when the timo tamtam tb· Pronai UM.
will no doubt figuro ta tt· ggkl litas»
.iveiy. It would ba a fitting tribut» «a
Mr. Ooode's useful»··· aad ibOtty to 1
him round off bio loaf aad
career a» m publia aua wltb
the bead of th» tttnto
there l» ttra» «noagta
claim» of Ooodo aad
Ellysoa. and aU tb· otaaé


